SHE CRUMPLED TO DUST ON THE DOORSTEP

Despina Papathemelis

Mary was sitting on the balcony admiring the landscape. It had been raining intermittently all through the day and now the atmosphere was very clear. The sun was about to set and the sky was suffused with light and colour. The scenery offered a tremendous spectacle as the sun splattered gold through the leaves of the trees.

The local train roared past Mary’s house, clanking up to the desolate plateau. Her thoughts wandered back to her husband, Jim, now stationed in the Pacific and fighting against the enemy. If fortune smiled on her, she would soon see him again, although she knew he wanted to play his own part for his country. She would never bear him a grudge for this.

She hardly slept a wink that night, and it was almost eight o’clock in the morning when she heard the gentle rap at the door. Assuming that it was her neighbour, she opened it.

“Hello...” she said, only to realise that the person on her doorstep was a stranger. It was a man in a brown uniform and peaked hat, holding out an envelope towards her. Somehow an illogical part of her brain felt as though she could nullify the event by disavowing it and ignoring the whole scene.

Numbed with fear, Mary grabbed the envelope and opened it quickly. The inevitable had happened. The message was there in that hostile formal language, which only exacerbated her awkward predicament. She crumpled to dust on the doorstep knowing that all her flickering hopes had dissolved. The soldier summoned help at once, but it was in vain. Nothing could alleviate her pain, ever ......
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